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SUBJECT: BERLIN-PARIS CHARTERS 

REF: A.) STATE 27787 B.) PARIS 30839 C.) PARIS 32356 
D.) PARIS 33622 E.) BONN 20897 

1 . EUR/CE DIRECTOR ANDERSON RAISED BERLIN-PARIS CHARTER 
PROBLEM WITH FRENCH EMBASSY COUNSELOR MASSET ON JANUARY 
14. NOTING THAT WE WERE ALSO PURSUING THE QUESTION OF 
BERLIN-LONDON CHARTERS WITH THE BRITISH. ANDERSON 
REITERATED POINTS MADE IN PREVIOUS PRESENTATIONS. HE 
STRESSED PARTICULARLY THE DAMAGE TO ALLIED POLITICAL 
INTERESTS AND TO THE PSYCHOLOGICAL SITUATION IN BERLIN 
ITSELF BY UK AND FRENCH EFFORTS TO LIMIT ACCESS TO THE 
CHARTER MARKET. ANDERSON ALSO POINTED TO PROBLEMS WITH 
THE TURKS AS THE POSSIBLE RESULT OF FRENCH AND UK POLICIES. 
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2. MASSET SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THE US POSITION, BUT THAT 
THE FRENCH SAW THE MATTER FROM A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE. 
MASSET DENIED THAT FRENCH POLICIES WERE EITHER RESTRICTING 
AIR SERVICES IN BERLIN OR THAT THEY PREJUDICED BROADER 
ALLIED INTERESTS IN BERLIN. HE SAID THE FRENCH APPROACH 

WAS ALMOST PURELY COMMERCIAL. AIR FRANCE RAN A VERY 
LIMITED SERVICE TO BERLIN. EVEN THOUGH THE AIRLINE WAS 
WEAK FINANCIALLY AND LOST MONEY ON THE BERLIN SERVICE, 

IT AGREED TO MAINTAIN IT AS A SYMBOLIC FRENCH PARTICI- 
PATION IN BERLIN AVIATION. HOWEVER, IF PASSENGERS FOR 
EVEN THIS LIMITED SERVICE WERE SIPHONED OFF BY PAN AM 
CHARTERS, MAINTENANCE OF AIR FRANCE'S ROLE IN BERLIN 
AVIATION WOULD BE EVEN MORE DIFFICULT. MASSET ADMITTED 
THAT THE CHARTER BUSINESS BROUGHT MORE PASSENGERS THAN 
COULD BE ACCOMODATED ON AIR FRANCE'S REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
SERVICE. HE SAID THAT THE MAIN PURPOSE WAS TO KEEP AIR 
FRANCE ON THE BERLIN RUN, HOWEVER, AND HOPED THE US WOULD 
UNDERSTAND WHY THE FRENCH WISHED TO RESERVE THE BF.RLTN- 
PARIS MARKET FOR AIR FRANCE. 

3. MASSET ARGUED THAT FOR THIS REASON, THE FRENCH CASE 
COULD NOT BE LUMPED TOGETHER WITH PAN AM'S PROBLEMS 
WITH THE UK. ANOTHER DIFFERENCE WAS THAT FRANCE WAS NOT 
CLAIMING THAT ALL CHARTERS TO FRANCE SHOULD BE RUN BY 
FRENCH AIRLINES. HE NOTED THAT AERO AMERICA RAN CHARTER 
SERVICES TO CORSICA AND SAID THERE WAS NO INTENTION TO 
DENY AUTHORIZATION FOR SUCH SERVICE. THE BERLIN-PARIS 
ROUTE WAS A UNIQUE CASE. 

4. IN AN EARLIER CONVERSATION WITH EUR/CE OFFICERS, 

PAN AM REPS SAID AIRLINE WOULD PROBABLY FILE FURTHER 
APPLICATIONS FOR BERT .IN-PARIS CHARTERS THIS SPRING. 

PAN AM REP HIMSELF WAS, HOWEVER, NOT OPTIMISTIC ABOUT 
CHANCES FOR APPROVAL. HE BELIEVED OVERALL PROBLEMS IN 
US-FRENCH CIVIL AVIATION RELATIONS SUCH AS CONCORDE 
AND CANCUN ROUTE REQUEST MADE IT QUESTIONABLE WHETHER 
FRENCH WOULD BE IN MOOD TO COMPROMISE ON AN ISSUE OF 
INTEREST TO THE US. KISSINGER 
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